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Sunday School for All Ages  
at 9:00 am 

B  ethlehem Marketplace is fast approaching, so mark your calendars now. On 

December 5, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, our Fellowship Hall will be transformed into 

the thriving market of Bethlehem at the time of Christôs birth. Youôll witness the hustle-

bustle of our lively market, featuring many ancient crafts. But our Bethlehem is unique 

- guests may buy bags of ñRomanò coins and exchange them for the fun of creating the 

crafts themselves! Weôre also adding a new educational component to the program this 

year. We hope the kids have fun learning a little while they enjoy the crafts. 

 

Participants may also enjoy foods found in the Bible at our ñRachelôs Inn.ò For a 

modest sum, feast on our perennially favorite lentil soup, flatbread and honey, grapes, 

apples, dates, cheese, hummus, cookies, etc. We hope to have a new menu item this 

year too ï come to find out what it is. 
 

The highlight of the day is our live nativity. See the wise men enter the market seeking 

the newborn king. Listen as King Herod interrogates them for the babyôs whereabouts. 

Then follow the wise men as they proceed to the stable. Hear the wondrous story of the 

miraculous birth of Jesus and watch as the setting comes to life with visitors to see the 

baby Jesus. Then raise your voice to God, as everyone sings favorite hymns of joyous 

celebration.  
 

Not only is this event a wonderful place to spend  

quality time together as a family, but itôs a great  

way to contribute your time and talents in  

Christian outreach to the whole Palatine  

community. Weôve started our volunteer drive  

and we need your help too! Watch  

for the recruiting booth between church  

services on November 8, or to learn  

about opportunities where you can help,  

call Brian Huff (397-9642).  
 

Thereõs plenty of room at our Inn!  

Bethlehem Marketplace 

October 27, 2009  



E  ach year we are given the opportunity to respond to words we spoke when we 

became members of FUMC Palatine. We affirmed our intention to support this church 

through our time, our talents, our gifts, service and witness. The Stewardship Campaign 

focuses on financial giftsðgifts essential to the continued operation and health of this 

Church. 

 

Annual gifts enable the Church to employ our pastor, program and support staff; to 

implement the many FUMC programs which serve both Church members and those 

beyond the walls of our beautiful building; to pay for necessities like utilities; and to 

provide for our worship services and our educational programs covering all stages of 

our physical and spiritual growth.  

 

In the past, our Church has been fortunate to receive gifts throughout the year from 

members who did not submit a Commitment Card during the Stewardship Campaign. 

This year we encourage all members to return their Commitment Card.   

 

This week everyone should have received a stewardship packet in the mail. We 

encourage you to take some time in prayer and reflection before completing the 

Commitment Card for 2010. Also, if you havenôt made a commitment to the Building 

Fund, please consider this opportunity at this time. 

 

We will consecrate these commitments during the worship service on two consecutive 

Sundays, November 1 and 8. Celebration Sunday will be November 22 when we will 

announce the total of our commitments for the coming year. 

 

 

In Christ, 

 

Stewardship Committee 

Thank you to everyone  

for your prayers, meals, 

support and love during 

this trying time in the life 

of our family. We have 

felt the arms of Jesus 

around us, carrying us 

through. Each one of you 

has demonstrated His 

love in some way, shape 

or form and we are 

eternally grateful. 

 

The Nelson Family 

Stewardship Campaign  
 

O ver the past four weeks our worship/stewardship 

theme has been ñEnough ï Discovering Joy through 

Simplicity and Generosity.ò It is hoped you have  

found this worship series informative and useful in 

your daily activities. Below are some key principles 

that if applied to our daily living can help us discover 

joy through simplicity and generosity. They are:    

 
Â Put God first in your living and giving.  
Â 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 
Â Prepare a spending plan and track all expenses 

monthly. Proverbs 27:23-24 
Â Simplify your lifestyle; live below your means. 

Matthew 6:19-33 

Â Provide immediately for an emergency fund.  
Â 1 Timothy 6:9-12 

Â Pay off all credit card debt and use cash, not 

credit cards. Proverbs 22:7 
Â Practice long-range saving and investing habits.  
Â Luke 14:28 



G od has given us life and sustains us 

by the power of the Holy Spirit. We can 

thank God for the abundance that He has 

given us by our words, deeds and offerings. 

Our prayer as we make commitments for 

next year is that God will be recognized in 

our actions and words. 

November 1st  
Theme: Commitment 

Bible: I Corinthians 15:1-10           

Message: Meaning, Hope and Life Eternal 

Main Point: God gave us, in Christ, a 

complete makeover 
 

November 8th  
Theme: Identity Theft - New Person in 

Christ 

Bible: John 3:1-17  

Message: Salvation in Christ  

Main Point: We can be connected to God 

in Jesus 
 

November 15th  
Theme: Identity Theft - Our Witness 

Bible: Acts 1:1-11, Matthew 28:16-20      

Message: Witness to the Love of God 

Main Point: Churchôs Mission 
 

November 22nd  
Theme: Identity Theft - Our Churchôs 

Mission 

Bible: Ephesians 4:1-15, Romans 10:9-17 

Message: To Make Faithful Disciples 

Main Point: United Methodist Churchôs 

mission 
 

November 29th  
Theme: Christmas Fiction 

Bible: Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-12 

Message: The Fiction of Prosperity é the  

life-giving One! 

Have a 
Heart  
 

Have a Heart will meet 

again on Thursday, 

November 5, to make pillows for breast 

cancer patients at Alexian Brothers 

Hospital and Lutheran General 

Hospital. Please feel free to join us from 

9:00 to 11:00 am in the Adult Meeting 

Room at church. We have good 

conversation, share a few laughs and 

have the satisfaction of performing a 

service for women who are undergoing 

a stressful time in their lives. 
 

Recently we received a note from 

former First United Methodist member 

and church secretary, Barb McConkey, 

who received one of our pillows. She 

said, "Would you please extend my 
thanks to the FUMC ladies for the most 

comfortable cushion they sent and made 

for me; it is almost my constant 
companion. What a lovely ministry that 

is for them to do, and as I hold it, I can 

think of all you folks that meant (and 
still do) so much to me. Love always, 

Barbara McConkey." 
 

We look forward to seeing you on 

November 5! Contact Kay Daugherty, 

(358-2702) with any questions.  

On behalf 

of the 

Trustees, a 

big 'thank 

you' goes 

to all the 

folks who 

have been 

coming out to help with our painting 

projects. We are definitely making 

progress. At the last Job Jar, the main 

stairway was completed. The Wilson 

Street stairway is next on the list when 

we paint again on November 21, from 

9:00 am to noon. A special 'THANK 

YOU' goes out to Shannon Schafer who 

showed up with four of her "cross 

country" school friends: Erica Olson, 

Megan Beach, Loren Helms and JoAnn 

Choi, who attend Sundling Junior High 

School. Hope you had a fun time girls! 

  

Thanks again painters! See you on 

November 21.  

thanks! 

Calling all Teddy Bear 

workers! Our next 

workshop is Tuesday, 

November 17 at 1:00 pm in 

the Adult Meeting Room. 

Come join in this ministry 

to bring joy and comfort to 

children at Northwest 

Community Hospital. 

Contact Jo Ann Jacobs 

(397-6112) with any 

questions.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

ALL WEEK LONG!! 
Deadline: NOON TUESDAY 
for the following Sunday 
 

THE LIGHT Deadline:  
NOON WEDNESDAY prior to 
Publish Date  
 

Article Deadline: 
November 18th 

Publish Date: 
November 24th   
 

E-mail your news to 
Cindy Zagoudis at: 

czagoudis@comcast.net 

�´�7�K�D�Q�N���*�R�G���,�W�·�V���:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�µ��continues on Wednesday evenings 

through November 18, then takes a break Thanksgiving week and 
returns on December 2 for three weeks to finish off the year 2009. The 
whole family is invited for dinner and fellowship from 6:00 to 6:45 pm, 
then itôs off to the study of your choice at 7:00 pm. Stop in any week - 
you do not have to attend every meeting to be part of a class. Visit the 
church website (www.fumcpalatine.org/tgiw.htm) for a complete list of 
the current classes underway or call the church office (359-1345). Read 
on to find out about our two ñone night onlyò classes and a three week 
Advent study that will be offered in November and December.   
 

Planning Ahead: Wednesday, November 11 Á  from 7:00 - 8:30 pm 

When we are in the middle of loss is not a good time to begin planning 
how to say goodbye to a loved one. A better plan is getting the info we need before we need 
it. Karl Scharman, from Ahlgrimôs Funeral Home, will give an overview of the services that 
they have available, what is involved in the process, and describe different choices available 
to families.  
 

Internet Safety Class: Wednesday, November 18  Á  from 7:00 - 8:30 pm 

Along with all of the available ways to communicate on the internet, there are also dangers 
lurking that can be harmful to our children. A member of the Palatine Police Department 
will address keeping our kids safe on the internet. Parents will want to hear how they can 
protect their children.  
 

Advent: This is a three week study to help prepare our hearts and minds for the true 

meaning of Christmas, based on the book The Best Songs of Christmas, by J. Ellsworth 
Kalas. It offers chapters on ñMiracles Begin as Babies,ò ñWise Men Follow a Star,ò and 
ñChristmas Lasts Longer Than You Think.ò The class will meet on December 2, 9 and 16, 
from 7:00 - 8:00 pm. Cost for the book is $8. Sign-up deadline is November 22. 
 

Please contact Carol Quinn (carol-quinn@comcast.net) or watch for sign-up sheets in 
�W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���O�R�E�E�\���R�Q���6�X�Q�G�D�\�V���L�I���\�R�X�·�U�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���F�O�D�V�V�H�V�� 

Join Us for a Mid -Week 
Connection!  

The Christmas Rose an Advent �¿ Christmas Concert 

Sunday, November 29 �¿ 3:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
 

�¿ including music from Linda Camp �¿ the ROSE Chorale  

the Ensemble �¿ the Girlõs Choir   

�¿ soloists Ann Isola & Brenna Johnson 

audience carol singing and Scripture Readings  

relevant to the Advent Season �¿ 


