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Stress. Anxiety. Fear. These words capture well the state of mind of many 
of us in America today. We have witnessed dramatic market losses, the 
collapse of the worldôs largest insurance company and many bankruptcies 
and mergers. Every day seems to bring another piece of economic 
uncertainty.  
 

A recent survey found that over three in four Americans are stressed about 
the economy and their personal finances. Half were worried about 
providing for their familyôs basic needs. Over half of respondents reported 
feeling angry and irritable and reported lying awake at night worried about 
this. The report concludes that, ñThe declining state of the nationôs 
economy is taking a physical and emotional toll on people nationwide.ò1 

    

Our theme for this yearôs stewardship campaign is, ñEnough: Discovering 
Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity.ò Our nation is experiencing what 
many have described as the ñAmerican Nightmare.ò Increasing consumer 
debt, declines in savings, lower income growth and high unemployment  
are all a part of our economic insecurity. We have lived in a society that 

tells us ñyou deserve it now,ò whether or not we can afford it or  
really even need it.  
 

All of us have struggled with these issues at one time or another.  
They are important issues that we cannot ignore. During the 
month of October we will explore what the Bible teaches us about 
financial management. Weôll hear expert advice and stories about 
what others have learned by working through financial challenges. 
Each week we will provide you with some practical tools you can 
use to assess your financial situation and develop a financial plan 
with a biblical foundation. 
  
At the conclusion, we will have the opportunity to make personal 
commitments of our offerings to God through our church for 
2010. We will consecrate these commitments in the worship 
service on two consecutive Sundays (see the schedule at right). 
 

We hope you will join us in the coming weeks as we look at how 
we can manage our financial resources and truly experience 
simplicity, generosity, and joy. 

 
1 ñEight Out of Ten Americans Stressed Because of Economy,ò by Madison Park, from CNN.com, October 7, 
2008; http://www.cnn.com/2008/HEALTH/conditions/10/07/economic.stress/index.html. 

Annual Stewardship Campaign 2010 
 

ENOUGH : Discovering Joy Through  
Simplicity & Generosity  

 

October 4  
When Dreams 

Become Nightmares 
 

October 11  
Wisdom & Finance 

 

October 18 
Cultivating 

Contentment  
 

October 25  
Defined by Generosity 

 

November 1 &  8  
Consecration Sundays 

 

November 22  
Celebration Sunday 
Campaign Results  

ôTis the gift 
to be simple, 
ôtis the gift 
to be freeé 

 

19th-century 
Shaker song  



O ur Fall session of ñThank God Itôs Wednesdayò continues! 
The whole family is invited to come experience this mid-week 

connection on Wednesday nights. We gather for a light supper from 

6:00-6:45 pm, then itôs off to the study of your choice at 7:00 pm. 

All are welcome to join in at any time, as you need not be at all 

sessions to be part of a class. Childcare is available for the little ones 

from 6:45-9:00 pm. Our current classes are: 
 

Â Disciple 1: Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study - an overview 

of the Bible. Meets from 7:00-9:00 pm, through May. 
 

Â Disciple 3: Remember Who You Are - concentrates on the Prophets and letters of Paul. 

Meets from 7:00-9:00 pm, through May. 
 

Â Three Months with Revelation: Explore the book of Revelation as one of hope and love. 

Meets from 7:00-9:00 pm, through December. 
 

Â Marriage Enrichment: Marriage is Fun é Really! A five week class on just having fun. 

Meets from 7:00-8:00 pm, through October 14.  
 

Â Jr/Sr High Study: A study of the book óVelvet Elvisô by Rob Bell. Meets from 7:00- 

Â 8:00 pm. 
 

Â Children in grades K thru 6 can participate in His Kids Choir, which rehearses from 

6:45 -7:45 pm.  
 

And Coming in October and November 
 

Â A Study of Romans: A Bible study of Paulôs Letter to the Romans, facilitated by Rev. 

Michael Morris. There will be Biblical reading outside the book of Romans, but the Bible 

will be the basic text. Main themes: Godôs promise of redemption, fulfilled in Jesus 

Christ, and the community created by the Gospel is the new Israel that is to call all people 

to God. The class will meet from 7:00-8:30 pm, October 7 - November 4. 
 

Â 12 Great Choices Smart Moms Make: For 3 weeks, beginning October 21, from 7:00- 

8:00 pm, we will be offering a class based on this book. In creative and fun steps, life  

Â coach Robin Chaddock guides you through decisions that will enable you and your family 

to experience more contentment, better structure, and greater joy.  

 

Â Planning Ahead: When we are in the middle of loss itôs not a good time to begin 

planning how to say goodbye to a loved one. A better plan is getting the info we need 

before we  

Â need it. A staff member from Ahlgrimôs Funeral Home will give an overview of the  

Â services that they have available, what is involved in the process, and describe different 

choices available to families. This one night class is November 11, from 7:00-8:30 pm. 
 

Â Internet Safety Class: A one night class on November 18, from 7:00-8:30 pm about 

keeping our kids safe on the internet, offered by a member of the Palatine Police 

Department. Along with all of the available ways to communicate on the internet, there 

are also dangers lurking that can be harmful to our children. Parents will want to hear how 

they can protect their children.  

 

If youõre interested in any of these classes, please contact Carol Quinn at 

carol-quinn@comcast.net or watch for sign-up sheets in the church lobby  

on Sundays. 

Thank God Itðs Wednesday 
is Underway!  

Just a 
Reminder  

 

One-on-One has expanded 

and is now the Pantry 

Project! We are still 

collecting flour, sugar, rice, 

beans, cooking oil, 

oatmeal, canned vegetables 

or fruit, and paper products 

for the Palatine Township 

Food Pantry but now the 

collection baskets are out in 

the Narthex EVERY 

Sunday! Thank you for 

your continuing support of 

the Pantry Project. If you 

have any questions, contact 

Katherine (776-7457),  

Bev (358-5982) or  

Ruth (359-0707). 

mailto:carol-quinn@comcast.net


 

 
 

 

 

 

ALL WEEK LONG!! 
Deadline: NOON TUESDAY 
for the following Sunday 
 

THE LIGHT Deadline:  
NOON WEDNESDAY prior to 
Publish Date  
 

Article Deadline: 
October 21st 

Publish Date: 
October 27th   
 

E-mail your news to 
Cindy Zagoudis at: 

czagoudis@comcast.net 

T  he month of October will be spent looking 

at how joy and contentment are found in 

simplicity and generosity, in faith, and in 

pursuing your purpose in life. The problem with 

money is not in money itself but in our attitude 

toward money and our wants. Everybody needs 

to experience joy in life. The Bible has the way 

to have joy and we will explore those ways this 

month. 

October 4th  
Theme: Enough: Discovering Joy through 

Simplicity & Generosity 

Bible: I Timothy 6:3-10, Matthew 16:24-26           

Message: When Dreams Become Nightmares 

Main Thought: We live in a world that 

encourages us to live beyond our means. 
 

October 11th  
Theme: Enough: Discovering Joy through 

Simplicity & Generosity 

Bible: Proverbs 13:4,10:4, 21:5, 21:20  

Message: Wisdom & Finance  

Main Thought: Biblical wisdom and financial 

management are essential if we are to receive 

financial peace. 
 

October 18th  
Theme: Enough: Discovering Joy through 

Simplicity & Generosity 

Bible: Hebrews 13:1-9, Luke 12:13-21      

Message: Cultivating Contentment 

Main Thought: Our culture will tell us a 

personôs happiness is bound up with what they 

have. 
 

October 25th  
Theme: Enough: Discovering Joy through 

Simplicity & Generosity 

Bible: I Timothy 6:17-19, Matthew 6:19-21 

Message: Defined by Generosity 

Main Thought: We can experience true joy 

when our lives are defined by generosity. 

T  he Memorial Committee and 
Sanctuary Care Committee are pleased 
to announce two gifts to our church from 
memorial accounts. The beautiful new 
banners hanging on either side of the 
altar area are a gift from the John E. 
Gibson Memorial account. The second 
gift is a small cabinet that has been 
installed under the memorial shelf in the 
Narthex. This is a gift from the Alice 
Helgesen Memorial account. The cabinet 
will hold all old and new memorial 
books, recognizing gifts to the church 
since the early 1960's. Please feel free to 
browse at your leisure. 

H  ave you ever 
wondered about the plight of the 
American farmer and farmland, the 
relationship of farming to the everyday 
suburban or city dweller, or why we as 
thoughtful Christians should be 
interested at all in the issue? The Higher 
Grounds (Current Issues) adult Sunday 
school class will begin reading Daniel 
Imhoffôs Food Fight: The Citizenôs 
Guide to a Food and Farm Bill on 
Sunday, October 11. We meet in the 
Wesley Center, 2nd floor, at 9:00 am 
every Sunday. Join us for great coffee, 
discussions, and fellowship! Cost of 
book will be approximately $12. 
 
The following is an editorial description 
of the book: The Farm Bill is perhaps the 
single most significant land use 
legislation enacted in the United States, 
yet many citizens remain unaware of its 
power and scope. With subsidies 
ballooning toward $25 billion dollars per 
year, the Farm Bill largely dictates who 
grows what crops, on what acreage, and 
under what conditionsðall with major 
impacts on the countryôs rural 
economies, health and nutrition, national 
security, and biodiversity. This book 
offers a highly informative and visually 
engaging overview of legislation that 
literally shapes our food system, our 
bodies, and our future. 

New Higher 
Grounds Study  



Calling all Teddy Bear 

workers! Our next 

workshop is Tuesday, 

October 20 at 1:00 pm in 

the Adult Meeting Room. 

Come join in this ministry 

to bring joy and comfort to 

children at Northwest 

Community Hospital. 

Contact Jo Ann Jacobs 

(397-6112) with any 

questions.  

The Presbyterian Church of Palatine will reopen as a 

PADS site on November 4 as a Wednesday night 

site. Each PADS site needs volunteers to keep 

open. Our site here at FUMC required over 50 

percent of its volunteers from other churches during 

the 13 years we were open. Start up costs are another 

major challenge as 25-30 mattresses must be secured 

in addition to bedding and pillows. 
 

Volunteers are needed for each shift: first (7 - 11pm), 

second (11 pm - 3 am), third (3 am - 7 am), and Site 

cleanup (6 - 7am). The shift work is important but 

there is also a need for pre-selected food to be 

brought in for dinner, breakfast, and lunch. Various 

churches or organizations could bring in a supper 

meal once per month while other individuals bring in 

bread, meat, juiced boxes for lunches or breakfasts.   
 

All volunteers are now trained at the Hope Center, 

1140 E. Northwest Highway, Palatine. The last  

September training date is Thursday, the 24th at 7 

pm. October training dates are October 6,  

14, and 29 at 7 pm AND October 24 at 1 pm. 
 

The PADS site at our church (FUMC) closed six 

years ago. The homeless are still with us and the 

opportunity for Methodists to respond is needed. 

Contact Don Van Cleave (934-3679) for more 

information.  

Fall Yard Clean -Up Day  
FUMC Youth Group Fundraiser 
 

B  eautiful autumn days are coming soon! Leaves colored red, orange and yellow will 

be filling the air é and your yard! Would you like some help raking this year? Would you 

like to help support the churchôs Youth Ministry at the same time? 
 

The Youth Ministry of FUMC Palatine is planning a Fall Yard Clean-Up fundraiser. If you 

sign up NOW, a team of youths (and adult team leader) will come to your home ï rakes in 

hand ï and perform the raking labor to spruce up your yard. And in return, you will feel 

great having made a donation to support our FUMC Youth Ministry activities. 
 

Fall Yard Clean-Up Day will be Sunday, November 1. We will rake and bag  

your leaves, or if you live in Palatine, we can rake your leaves to the  

edge of the curb for the village Public Works pick-up é whatever  

youôd like us to do. 
 

Donôt hesitate é call NOW to secure your place on the work schedule!  

Please contact Kurt Conrath, Fall Fundraiser Project Coordinator  

(847-776-1949 or kurt.conrath@comcast.net) to get scheduled.  

Thanks for supporting our youth! 

Come 
Join Us!  
 

B  eginning 

on Sunday, October 18, we will be 

offering a learning opportunity. The 

ñTogether in Christò class will provide 

information about our congregation, as 

well as present an opportunity to get to 

know other persons who are a part of 

the church. 
 

The class will meet on three Sundays, 

October 18 and 25, and November 1.  

We will share a light meal at noon, and 

the class will last until approximately 

2:00 pm. Childcare will be provided if 

needed. 
 

The themes of these sessions include 

what it means to be a Christian church, 

as well as learning more about the 

Methodist Church. Finally, to help you 

learn more about our church, you will 

meet people who will come to share 

with you about their involvement in the 

ministries of the church. 
 

Whether you are new to our church, or 

have been attending for some time, 

everyone is invited to participate. 

Please RSVP to Carol Quinn at  

carol-quinn@comcast.net.  


